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The struggle in life is
always between one’s sense
of good and that of others.

(by Rev Shizuka Miyagi)
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Rev Shizuka Miyagi
1931 - 2008

[2024 <3065 KEBHALYS -]
“2024 Calendar with Dharma Words ”
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* Mr Roy Cooke (SA) — Membership contribution
* Rev Mark Healsmith (ACT) —
* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donations & Osaisens
* Ms Mayumi Saito — Membership contribution

* Ms Akiko Minami (QLD) — Donations
* Ms Tomoko Mitarai (Japan) —
* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Membership contribution
* Ms Hiroko Okuyama — Donations

* The Enomoto families — Funeral service

* Mr Fujio Shizuka — Membership contribution

* Ms Hogi Ota — Special Donation

* Ms Hitomi Howard — Membership/Donations

* Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi — Donations

* Mr Michael Chen — Donation

* Mr Victor Davidson — Donation

* Ms Rumiko Kojima — Donation
* M/M Kazushi & Eriko Ishida — Altar flower
* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Donation

Lo3-1-1-1.1.1.1.1.1.1.3.1.3.1.1.1.1.3.1.1.1.3.1.3.1.3.1.1.

Expression of Dana/Gratitude
TECDFIRKXD#EET 3,218.00 FI)LD TG E EMIBEH LI, BOES TSN UL,
Since 1st January, donations to the amount of $3,218.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Association..The

HBA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations

Membership contribution

* M/M Iseo & Kazue Kamiya (Japan) — Membership contribution
Membership contribution

* Ms Kaoru Murray — Membership contribution/Donation

- Thank you very much in Gassho
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Rev Watanabe’s activity reports

W Joined Vesak at NSW Parliament House
hosted by Buddhist Council of NSW

On 9 May, I participated
L in Vesak at NSW Parlia-

Tment House hosted by
g BCNSW. All member
Y temples’ representatives
gathered and celebrated
Buddha’s birth. On be-
half of all Buddhlsts I offered Sutra chanting which

impressed many of the attendants.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETSR

Participated on Buddhist Council of

NSW Annual General Meeting

On 18 June, I par-
ticipated in the AGM
of BCNSW by zoom.
I expressed my ap-
preciation of their
continuous support
towards my chap-
Screen shot from BCNSW AGM (18/6/24) laincy work.

Marathon for the World Peace and the future of HBA

¥ I will be running for my eighth
i Sydney Marathon for world
i peace and the future of HBA on
W | Sunday 15 September 2024.

I would really appreciate your
. help supporting my Peace-Run!

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEDE BN

Thank for supporting HBA !
o - Supporters in Japan -

During my stay in Japan, I was able to catch

up with some of the HBA supporters! These encoun-

ters gave me a big power to continue my missionary!

In Hiroshima

Rev Sadamitsu once came
to Sydney for sharing his
Dharma message at the!
Hana-Matsuri service. It M. 7,
was so happy to see his Rev Daito
whole family this time!

Sadamitsu.

and his family (17/05/24)

In Fukul_| (go/06/24)

Rev Hitoya Sakow and her
' mother Yoko Sakow once again
| welcomed me! I had a chance to
i attend their temple’s Eitaikyo.

In Tokyo (11/06/24)
Ms Tomoko Mitarai and
Mr/Mrs Iseo & Kazue

& Kamiya welcomed us at
Tsukiji Hongwanji.

)
d

Presented collected contrlbutlon in Svdnev to
Suzu-City Mayor :

As a president of Japan Club
of Sydney (JCS), I presented
our collected contribution to
Suzu City Mayor, Mr Masu-
hiro Izumiya on 28 May 2024.
Suzu city was the epicentre of
a massive Noto Peninsula
earthquake on New Year’s
Day, and my home town was
totally destroyed by it includ-
ing my home. JCS collected
contributions after the earth-
quake and when I went back
to Japan, I brought that with
me. A huge “Thank You!” goes to those who contributed
this time. Mayor Izumiya expressed his sincere appre-
ciation on behalf of all effected people in Suzu-city.

88,000 Japanese yen was pre-
sented to Suzu City Mayor
(28/05/24)

Damaged/broken houses in Rev Watanabe’s home town in Suzu cit;

D e e e T o e
’ P]ease re -re,_e,nster as a member of
Hongwanji Buddhist Association (HBA)

= e e S ke i S e e A i S e Y A i e N e e i

HBA would not operate without the support of each
and every one of you. HBA is dependent on contribu-

tions and donations from our members and support-

ers. Therefore, please re-register as a member of
HBA and show you are supporting HBA .

Please fill in the attached registration form and send
your membership contribution to the following ac-
count:

New Bank Account (Westpac)

BSB: 032-090 Account: 282 692

And send your proof of payment to our new email;

sydneyhongwanji@gmail.com

Thank you very much to those who have already
contributed to this year’s pledge, you will be auto-
matically joining HBA as a re-registered member/
supporter.

If you need to have any personal Buddhist service,
please call Rev Watanabe’s mobile phone number;

0412 - 396 - 014
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(From page 2)

Rev Mark’s Dharma message

Swiftly attains the supreme enlightenment;
Such a person is equal to the Tathagata.” (CWS p 100)

‘The Tathagata dispels forever

The doubts of sentient beings,

And all the aspirations of their hearts

He brings to complete fulfilment.” (CWS p 100)

There is then a long passage in verse - about three
pages long - in praise of shinjin. It begins:

‘Shinjin is the source of enlightenment, the mother of
virtues;

It nurtures all forms of goodness.

It cuts away the net of doubt and breaks free from the
currents of desire;

It unfolds the supreme enlightenment of nirvana.’
(CWS p 100)

And the verses continue in praise of shinjin and its
fruits. If the compilers of the Garland Sutra wrote at
this length in praise of shinjin, and if our teacher Shin-
ran Shonin though it worthwhile quoting this passage,
then we should pay attention. Shinjin - true entrusting
- is the source of enlightenment because it is the mind
of Amida Tathagata given to us freely and with the ul-
timate in benevolence. We say the nembutsu with
gratitude in answer to Amida’s call and Amida Tatha-
gata gives us shinjin -the awakening to the light of
His wisdom.

There can be no end to the praise of shinjin. In this life

we bonbu will not know the supreme enlightenment of v

nirvana- we look forward to that in the next life - but
we can, we must - know that all our doubts and our
deep aspirations are fulfilled as we say the nembutsu
with gratitude and answer Amida’s call.
*

What, then, of the verse I quoted at the start of this
talk? Shinran Shonin chose these as the last words of
the work in which he formally and exhaustively set out
his spiritual path and his insight. In it he sought to
demonstrate to his readers - mainly Buddhist clergy -
that his path was legitimately based on teachings
found in the broad canon of Buddhist sutras, and on
the teachings of the Pure Land Masters in particular.

I interpret the verse in two ways. Firstly the Shonin is
saying to his readers that he has in good faith pre-
sented the Pure Land teachings of his Master Honen
Shonin as he saw them, and it is up to his readers to
accept them or not.

The deeper meaning is to remind us that Amida’s call-
ing voice - His light of wisdom and compassion - is ever
present throughout all the universes in the past pre-
sent and future. Whether we are ready to listen now or
not, Amida 1s always calling. He knows us to be ‘foolish
beings full of karmic evil’, but still He calls and His
light embraces each of us.

This passage is thus a beautiful and fitting way for
Shinran Shonin to complete the work that he laboured
over and revised for years and that he made sure
would be copied and transmitted to future generations.
He could not have anticipated how far into the future

his work would endure and we are
indebted to those who have ensured
that it has endured. We are in-
debted to the institution of the Nishi
Hongwanji, but even more to the
leaders, lay and clerical who have
taught the generations of devotees,
and to the secular and practical ef-
forts of all who have supported the
temples and the teachers.

Shinran Shonin
1173 - 1262

Shinran Shonin’s warm regards
‘embrace us all’ still, but even more
so, Amida Tathagata’s infinite light and life always en-
fold us with infinite love. He embraces each of us and
we In turn say the Nembutsu in warm and humble
gratitude. How wonderful it is.

NAMO AMIDA BUTSU

Rev Mark Healsmith

Rev Watanabe’s activity reports

Ifter Dinner at the St Mary's

Most Rev Andrew Fisher o
Marys Cathedral shared his mes-
sage through zoom. (14/03/24)

With other attendants at the
Ifter Dinner. (14/03/24)

On 14 March I was invited to attend Ifter Dinner at St
Mary’s Cathedral, hosted by the Most Reverend An-
thony Fisher, Catholic Archbishop.

Unfortunately Archbishop was infected with Covid and
could not attend the dinner, however he shared his

Ifter message through zoom.
I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETSR

W Buddha’s Birthday
ceremony at Darling R
Harbour hosted by gs
Nan-Tien Temple

It was my honour to partici-
pate Buddha’s Birthday cere-
mony hosted by Nan-Tien
Temple at Darling Harbour
on the 28 April.

We all celebrate Buddha’s

birthday!. (28/04/24

HBA (Hongwanji Buddhist Association Incorporated)
Information

Email’ sydneyhongwanji@gmail. com
Bank Account (Westpac)

BSB: 032-090 Account: 282 692
Telephone - 0412 - 396 - 014
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Rev Mark’s Dharma message

Following Dharma message was presented during the Hnamatsuri
service on 14 April 2024 at the HBA by Rev Mark Healsmith

When I begin to think _~
about preparing a
Dharma talk, I wait for
something I have been "
thinking about, or for = |8
something I have read
to give me a starting
point, something to fo- ¢
cus on. If there is noth- Rey Mark sharing the Dharma mes-

ing immediately coming sage to the attendants. (14/04/24).

to mind I will open the

first volume of ‘The Collected Works Of Shinran’ a few
times at random, and something chosen by or written
by our teacher Shinran Shonin will finally jump out at
me demanding deeper consideration. This in turn will
inspire me to share what I have discovered with others.
In this spirit I found this passage. These are the last
words of the Kyogyoshinshé and they made me think of
many things...

‘A verse of the Garland Sutra states :

On seeing a bodhisattva

Performing various practices,

Some give rise to a good mind and others a mind of
evil,

But the bodhisattva embraces them all.’ (CWS p 292)

The full Sanskrit title of the Garland Su-
tra is Buddhavatamsakasitra - ‘Scripture of the Gar-
land of Buddhas’. The abbreviated Chinese ti-
tle Huayan Jing - ‘Flower Garland Sutra’ - is rendered
in Japanese as Kegon-gyo. The Sutra was translated
into Chinese by Buddhabadra in 421CE and in 699CE
by Siksananda. The older version consists of 60 rolls
and 34 chapter’, the later 80 rolls and 39 chapters.
Both versions are thus very long - the translations of
Siksananda’s version into English that I am familiar
with are likewise very long - Thomas Cleary’s is one
massive volume of more than 1500 pages, Bhikshu
Dharmamitra’s is three big volumes and is over 2200
pages in total.

The Chinese tradition has it that the Kegon Sutra was
the first sermon of Gautama Buddha and that it pro-
vides a comprehensive and definitive account of His
enlightenment experience, but that it was too profound
in meaning to be readily understood. It consists of exu-
berant descriptions of myriads of world systems popu-
lated by buddhas and bodhisattvas and imagery focus-
ing on radiant light and boundless space. This is over-
whelming enough, but the sutra also encompasses
teachings that present the stages of a bodhisattva’s
awakening, teachings of the interpenetration of all
phenomena of the entire universe, or universes, of all
conceivable time and space, of ‘original enlighten-
ment’ (tathagatagarba) and so much more. There is a
vast exegetical literature discussing and debating the
teachings of the Sutra from China, Korea and Japan
and continuing lineages of followers of the tradition of

- ==
o e ) o
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devotion to, study of and meditation on its teachings.
To truly intellectually grasp the philosophy derived
from the Sutra is beyond most of us - it certainly is
beyond me. The practices derived from the scripture
involve Sutra recitation and copying, meditation and
esoteric rituals. This is all very much part of the
‘Path of the Sages’ and none of this is useful to
we bonbu. This is not to say that reading the Sutra is
not in itself a beautiful and enriching experience.

Did Shinran Shonin read the whole of the Garland
Sutra?We have no way of knowing. What did he take
from whatever he did study of it? Again, we cannot
know this beyond the evidence of the passages he
quotes. The Sutra is immensely beautiful and awe-
inspiring, but its lofty and overwhelmingly ornate de-
scriptions and deep philosophy could provoke despair
in the reader as their personal limitations of intellect
and spiritual practice are exposed. It could equally
inspire aspiration and spiritual hunger.

Whatever the case, the Shonin was familiar enough
with the Sutra to quote nine passages from it in his
principal work, the Kyogyoshinshé. Some of the quo-
tations are quite lengthy, others, like the above, short
and to the point. Since I have not read the entirety of
the Garland Sutra, 1 am unable to put the passages
Shinran Shonin quotes into their context, but one day
I hope to be able to do that. I will excerpt some of the
quotations used by Shinran Shonin.

In the chapter on Practice we find:

‘...when a person practices nembutsu-samadhi in the
aspiration for enlightenment, all blind passions and
hindrance are sundered and destroyed.” (CWS p 31)

Shinran uses the passage from which this is taken to
establish the supreme virtue of the Nembutsu, and
goes on to quote the Larger Sutrato emphasise that
we only need to hear the Name of Amida - that is, say
the Nembutsu for ‘but a single thought mo-
ment’ (CWS 31) to come to possess the treasure of vir-
tues - shinjin.

Further on in the chapter on practice we find:

‘...The bodies of all the Buddhas
Are solely the one dharma-body.
Their minds are one, their wisdoms are one;
So are their power and fearlessnesses.” (CWS p 62)

Shinran Shonin’s comment on this is:

‘We see, therefore, that the realisation described
above is all the great benefit we receive in the Pure
Land of peace, the inconceivable, perfect virtue of the
Buddha’s Vow.” (CWS p 62)

In the chapter on Shinjin there are three passages
quoted.

‘The person who hears this dharma, rejoices

In shinjin, and is free of doubt
S n, & § tree ot do (Continues on page 3)
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Rev Watanabe made a courtesy visit to
Kyoto Hongwanji

Y 2 :

4

Sho-

L-R): Bishop Takayuki Hironaka, Rev Watanabe and Bisho
shi Kato at the executive’s meeting room in Kyomu-sho (15/05/24)

During Rev Watanabe’s stay in Japan, before he vis-
ited his earthquake effected hometown, he visited
Kyoto Hongwanji on 15 May.

He was welcomed by Rev Hideaki Saito (Bucho) and
Rev Rie Fujisawa (Kacho) and other Hongwanji Inter-
national Centre (HIC) staff. It was a big surprise to
find that the HIC on Hanayamachi-dori was closed ex-
cept Shishin-Kyodo and the HIC office had been
moved to the main office building called “Kyomu-sho”.
After doing some paper work, I had a chance to make
a courtesy visit to the Bishops - Rev Takayuki Hi-
ronaka and Rev Shoshi Kato - who are in charge of
the oversea missionaries. This meeting was arranged
by Bucho and attended by two Bishops, Bucho, Kacho
and Rev Watanabe.

= Bishops were listening
2| carefully to Rev Wata-
nabe’s verbal reports
including his new roles
at Hospitals. He ex-
plained that HBMA is
' changed to HBA but he
is still continuing his
missionary work.

It is our sincere hope that Kyoto Hongwanji
would give more help to support Rev Wata-
nabe’s mission here in Australia. In Gassho,

“Goei-do (Founder’s Hall’ at the
Kyoto Hongwanji

HBA will have its first AGM on 25 August
2024, so those who registered as member are

encourage to attend or send proxy form to
HBA.
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€ Hana-Matsuri was held on 14 April

7 /4

attendance. (14/04/24)

Yo\l We were so happy to be able to celebrate
7 Sakyamuni Buddha’s birthday conducting
- our annual Hana-Matsuri service with the
presence of Rev Mark Healsmith from Can-
berra on 14 April.
On this memorable occasion, we welcomed
Mr & Mrs Victor and Jill Davidson, Mr
Jonathan Sherman, Ms Ayako Browne Mitsui and
Ms Hiroko Okuyama. We all shared this happy day
offering sweet tea to the statue of Baby Buddha
(Kan-butsu).
In Gassho,

A D

S

Ms Jill Davidson offering sweet tea to

Baby Buddha. (14/04/24)




